
Fr. Dustin Larson, Chaplain

As if all these blessings were not enough, God still has so much more planned for
CCM. In fact, as a shock to everyone, I received a phone call on December 10th that
hit us by surprise: NMU was chosen to host a team of four missionaries beginning
THIS JANUARY!  The organization, FOCUS, serves at 180 different locations
throughout the US and the world.  I am extremely excited because, having just
begun to work with the students here at CCM, they are ready to receive the deeper
discipleship formation that FOCUS can offer them!  See inside this newsletter for
more details about FOCUS and how it works.
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I have also been blessed to walk with five non-Catholic students in the RCIA process as well as they discern whether they
desire to enter the Catholic Church this upcoming Easter, and I am indebted to the five Catholic students who have stepped
up to the plate to walk with them as well! 

There are so many blessings to recount from the past semester that it is hard to know where to begin.  I can confidently say
that the Our Lady of Good Help Chapel will be ready to use when students arrive back in January.  We plan on putting this
chapel to immediate use when students arrive; they will have a place to pray in front of our Lord Jesus in the Eucharist, 24-7.  
Praise God!
Due to a generous outpouring of support during our #iGiveCatholic campaign, we are also updating the other second floor
rooms to feel less “classroom-like” and more “home-like”.  Part of this update was the purchase of several bean bag chairs;
they are pictured here with Erin, one of our CCM students.  We also recently acquired a projector that will be used for the
virtual FOCUS SEEK conference in February.

It was beautiful to see multiple student leaders rise to the challenge of leading Bible studies this semester.  We had three
studies consistently meeting throughout the semester, and all three leaders are continuing to lead digital small groups over
the two-month Christmas break. Overall, about 20 students took advantage of these opportunities to grow in their faith and in
authentic friendship with one another.
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Chloe
Riche

"CCM is the reason I still have a
relationship with Jesus... when the

vast majority of your support
system wills the best for your

relationship with Jesus, it's really
hard to turn away from Him even

with the pressures of today's
culture."

Tony
Schafer

"The retreat was a refreshing
experience. With the school year

starting to intensify as we're
coming towards the end of the

semester, it was a good
opportunity to get away for a little

while and spend some time in
community, reflection, and

silence."

Gabriel
Ogle

"CCM provides an opportunity
for authentic friendship

grounded in Christ that I can't
find anywhere else."

Alek, Carly, and Leo Mitchell (Team Director)
The Mitchell family - Alek, Carly, and Leo - is in their third year of serving
with FOCUS and is so excited to be joining the NMU community!  Alek is
originally from Montana and Carly is from Ohio.  They met as students at
Benedictine College in Kansas, and have been married for a year and a half.
They welcomed Leo into the family in August.  

We are excited to be serving at NMU because we are passionate about sharing
the good news of Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church.  We are so glad to be
bringing FOCUS to NMU and share the Gospel with more people!  We know
we are blessed to be able to evangelize in the beautiful Upper Peninsula and
enjoy all the beauty Marquette has to offer.

Meet the Missionaries

"Therefore go and
make disciples of all

nations" Matthew 28:19



Brianna
Elizondo

"I've focused more on putting my
faith at the center of my life. 

 Overall, I've really deepened my
relationship with God.  Bible
study has encouraged me to

focus more on God's plan for
me."

Laura
Balderrama

"I have chosen to participate in
Bible study because I want to

strengthen my relationship with
God and also be able to interpret

the Word of the Lord."

My name is Jessica Rutkowski - recent college grad and first-year missionary
extraordinaire. I spent the last four years at Ohio University, where I studied public
relations and marketing, and ultimately, where I met Jesus (again)!  Some of my favorite
pastimes include sharing good meals, thrifting, and trying new things (catch me on the
slopes for the first time this winter)!   I am beyond stoked to be joining the Wildcat
family and overarching Marquette community at Northern Michigan University - not as
stoked about the rumored chill in the air all the way U.P. there.  Please storm the
heavens with prayers for me and my team as Jesus prepares our hearts to share the
Gospel like never before!

Samuel Hadjis
This is my first year being a FOCUS missionary. I grew up in West Virginia (Almost
Heaven!) and was discerning a religious vocation with the Franciscan Capuchin Friars
prior to becoming a FOCUS missionary. For those who know me, know that I haven’t
met an outdoor activity, a food cuisine, or a faith centered conversation that I didn’t
like. Among my favorite things to do include: running, hiking, snowboarding, playing
pickup sports, rock-climbing, playing guitar, cooking, reading, and above all being a
bridge for others to encounter Christ. I am very excited to be your missionary at
Northern Michigan University and to share in all the many blessings that God has
waiting for us!

Maria Doherty
I am so excited to serve on the first FOCUS team at NMU, Jesus is the joy of my life and
I can't wait to share His joy with the students at NMU! I am serving my first year as a
FOCUS missionary. I was born and raised in St. Louis, MO and just graduated from
Southeast Missouri State University with my degree in Mass Communications:
Advertising. I am so excited to travel to the great North to serve as a FOCUS missionary
at NMU. While in college the Lord captivated my heart with His beauty and continues to
transform it daily. My hope is to walk alongside the students at NMU as they come to
realize their lives are made for a personal relationship with Jesus.

Simon
Swager

Students Speak

"Having CCM as a resource of
faith-filled people helps me to
grow in relationship with God
and navigate the difficulties of

living my faith while at a public
university."

Jessica Rutkowski



Living Faith Society

C H A R L E S  &  E M I L Y  F U S T  
C C M  A L U M N I  &  L I V I N G  F A I T H  S O C I E T Y  M E M B E R S

Giving support to
college students,

even indirectly, is a
way for us to give

back to our old
community. College

is when so many
people explore their
beliefs for the first
time, and a robust
Catholic Campus

Ministry leads them
closer to Christ."

Join LFS. Help get our monthly
membership to $6,000 / month to
cover total FOCUS cost    
($68,000 / year)
 

Make a donation toward the
matching challenge!              
(details coming soon)

Continuing to fund a missionary team here at NMU can only
be done with your help.  A critical part of this support is our
Living Faith Society (LFS), a team of supporters who
dedicate a monthly recurring gift toward CCM.  This
regular giving helps us ensure the stability of our finances so
that our students can continue to be evangelized and formed
into missionary disciples and Church leaders.  At the time of
writing, we currently have $1060 pledged per month.  If we
were to reach and maintain $6,000 per month, we would be
able to cover our entire cost for FOCUS, every year that
they are here on campus!

"The arrival of FOCUS missionaries for Campus
Ministry at NMU is a golden opportunity to  bring
the Joy of the Gospel to the hearts of young adults. 

 It is my hope that more and more young adults have
a personal encounter with Jesus, follow him in faith,

and share that faith with others."

Having a FOCUS team at CCM is a true game-changer for
both NMU and the Church!  At CCM, we desire to
evangelize students and send them forth to evangelize for
years to come.  This is the “big picture” goal that FOCUS
helps us achieve at CCM.  With FOCUS, we can reach more
students and provide them with the formation they need to
be faith-filled Catholics and effect positive transformation in
parishes for years to come!  We plan to have a missionary
team here at NMU long-term (i.e. they won’t just leave in a
couple weeks).  FOCUS operates over the course of several
years of continued investment, and we expect to see
abundant fruit borne in our students as a result!

You may have noticed Bishop John’s endorsement for this
FOCUS endeavor.  He has pledged a matching gift
challenge to help fund our missionaries.  We are still
working on details, but if you are in a position to make a
gift, please don’t hesitate to contact us and we can make
sure your gift is counted toward the match! Visit
nmucatholic.org/LFS to join our Living Faith Society
today!  Also, if you are interested in contributing to our
CCM endowment to perpetually support CCM for years to
come, please contact us!

Bishop John after speaking 
with students at CCM.

How to Join the Mission

What can you expect from FOCUS at CCM?
"It's worth it! 

How can I help?

Contribute to the Endowment with
a one-time or planned gift


